ALEC Exposed Information

·      The Guardian ran a total of six exposés of internal documents on ALEC and the State Policy Network (SPN). The publication of documents in these exposes has led to media coverage by dozens of major outlets, including the Associated Press, The Washington Post, The New York Times, Politico, The Huffington Post, CNN, MSNBC, US News & World Report, Salon, The Nation, Mother Jones, and numerous state-based newspapers and seemingly countless minor blogs (we are attempting to engineer a LOT more press too - we can always more help too!).
·      Hundreds of activists and citizens participated in a march and protest against ALEC outside of the Grand Hyatt yesterday in Washington, DC, where ALEC was holding their annual Policy Summit.
  Pictures from Greenpeace, People for the American Way, and the National Education Association.
  A video of march and protest can be found HERE by We Act Radio:
·      In addition to The Guardian exposés and documents, People for the American Way published embarrassing documents showing ALEC has an anti-LGBT history and The Nation ran an article showing ALEC opposed divestment from South Africa's apartheid regime.
·      ALEC has been put on “defense,” forcing them to respond to journalists (more than their 40 years of history combined).
·      In his speech to ALEC on Thursday, Tea Party favorite Ted Cruz got significant negative press for supporting for ALEC’s controversial “Stand Your Ground” policy, saying "My advice to ALEC is very, very simple: Stand your ground." Cruz’s full speech can be found here: Ted Cruz ALEC 2013 SNPS 12-05-2013
·      The only thing transparent about what’s been going inside the annual ALEC policy summit is how reporters from major outlets are not hiding their feelings about how ALEC conducts their internal business. Journalists who have attempted to attend ALEC’s secret meetings have been forced out, further showing ALEC’s attempt to hide their corporate influence. This was primarily highlighted to two must read news stories:
o   Dana Milbanks in The Washington Post: “ALEC stands its ground”
o   Andy Kroll in Mother Jones: “ALEC Boots Mother Jones From Its Annual Conference”
 
 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SHARE THESE STORIES! State Toolkits on ALEC & SPN will be sent around next week.
Timeline of The Guardian Articles & Published Documents 
Tuesday December 3: ALEC article and documents published
·      The Guardian, ALEC facing funding crisis from donor exodus in wake of Trayvon Martin row
Wednesday December 4: Article ALEC’s anti-environmental agenda
·      The Guardian, ALEC calls for penalties on 'freerider' homeowners in assault on clean energy
Thursday December 5: SPN articles and documents published
·      The Guardian, State conservative groups plan US-wide assault on education, health and tax
·      In Maine: The Guardian/Portland Press Herald, Conservative think tank: turn Maine's poorest county into tax-free zone
·      In Texas: The Guardian/Austin Observer, Revealed: the wealthy conservative groups behind fight to wreck Medicaid
·      In Massachusetts: The Guardian, Free-market research group's climate proposal denounced by host university
 
The Springfield News-Leader (MO) and The Las Vegas Sun (NV) also wrote extensive pieces on the SPN documents:
·      In Missouri: Springfield News-Leader, Document shows Sinquefield-backed think tank asked for money for pension report
·      In Nevada: Las Vegas Sun, Advocacy group angles for $35K to help you leave your union
Other major state-based press:
·      In North Carolina: News Observer, ALEC documents show strong ties to NC lawmakers
·      In Kansas: Topeka Capitol Journal, Senator, farmer, rabbi speak on climate change; The Wichita Eagle, ALEC wants more influence
·      In Florida: Florida Center for Investigative Reporting, ALEC, Backer Of Stand-Your-Ground Laws, Faces Funding Issues After Trayvon Martin Shooting
·      In Georgia: Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Your daily jolt: 38 percent of state lawmakers are ALEC members
·      In Wisconsin: Wisconsin State Journal, Inner workings of influential pro-business group ALEC revealed; The Capital Times, ALEC under scrutiny over plans to win back stray members
·      In Missouri/Kansas: Kansas City Star, ALEC sought a loyalty oath from key state lawmakers
 
 


OTHER MAJOR PRESS
The Washington Post, ALEC stands its ground (12/4/2013; ran in 12/5’s paper)
·      Republished in numerous papers across the country
New York Times blog, If You Liked ‘Stand Your Ground,’ You’ll Love the Jeffersonian Project (12/4/2013)
The Guardian’s Ed Pilkington on MSNBC’s The Rachel Maddow Show (12/5/2013)
CNN, Cruz refers to controversial law as advice to conservative group (12/5/2013)
Associated Press, Lawmaker says conservative group is trying to push national agenda in Nebraska Legislature (12/4/2013)
Politico, Ted Cruz claims shutdown vindication (12/5/2013)
Huffington Post, Ted Cruz To ALEC: 'Stand Your Ground' Against Dick Durbin (12/5/2013)
The Washington Post GovBeat, Next up for ALEC: Taming the federal government (12/5/2013)
U.S. News & World Report, OP-ED: Google Goes to the Dark Side (12/5/2013)
Huffington Post, Ted Cruz tells ALEC to “stand your ground” (12/5/2013)
The Nation, ALEC Opposed Divestment From South Africa's Apartheid Regime (12/6/2013)
Mother Jones, ALEC Boots Mother Jones From Its Annual Conference (12/6/2013)
Nonprofit Quarterly, Fascinating Reading: ALEC’s Plan to Survive and Grow (12/5/2013)
Media Matters, Will Local Media Cover ALEC Now That Its Agenda Has Been Exposed? (12/4/2013)
 
Mother Jones, Conservative Group ALEC in 1985: S&M Accidents Cause 10 Percent of San Francisco's Homicides (12/5/2013)
Huffington Post, Right Wing Group's Extreme Anti-Gay History Revealed In New Document (12/5/2013)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Salon, ALEC’s chilling anti-green plot (12/5/2013)
Mother Jones, Conservative Think Tank Network Plotting "Coordinated Assault" on Medicaid, Education, Workers Rights (12/5/2013)
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